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The Cay by Theodore Taylor
Chapters 1-4 Questions
Directions: Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences. Make sure to restate the question and use correct capitalization, punctuation and spelling.
Chapter 1
1. What did the author compare the German submarines to? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why would the Germans attack an oil refinery in the Caribbean? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. (a) What do you think “blackout curtains” are? (b) Why would these need to be used? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Where is Henrick from? Where is Phillip from? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why does the author use the word “strangely” when he says there were no ships moving in the channel? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Compare Phillip’s thoughts on the war to those of his mother. (a) How does the war make him feel? (b) How does the war make her feel? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 2
1. What does Phillip say that he would miss if he leaves the island? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe what happened to the SS Empire Tern. Be specific in your answer. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. In what ways does Phillip’s attitude about the war change during this chapter? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why does Phillip tell his mom that he “hated her”? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is the SS Hato and why does Phillip’s father think that it won’t be hit by a torpedo? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 3
1. Describe the scene once the boat is struck by the torpedo. (a) How does Phillip’s mother react? (b) How do they become separated? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. (a) What is Phillip’s first impression of Timothy? (b) Who else is on the raft with them? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How does Phillip describe Timothy’s voice? Be specific. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What do you think happened to Phillip’s head? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. (a) According to Phillip, why doesn’t Timothy deserve to be called “mister”? (b) What does his mother tell him about black people? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Phillip calls Timothy “stubborn” for not letting him have more water. (a) Do you agree with Phillip’s reaction? (b) Why might Timothy be doing a smart thing? Explain. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________














Chapter 4
1. How is segregation discussed in the first page of Chapter 4? What is strange about Phillip and Timothy’s situation? Think back to previous chapters—What has living in Virginia and being raised by his mother taught Phillips about black people? (Answer in paragraph form. Remember a topic sentence, at least three text based details and a conclusion sentence.) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why might Timothy not know his age or his last name? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. It soon becomes clear to Phillip that they may have another problem to deal with on the raft. What problem is this? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is important about the fact that Phillip has been struck blind by the end of the chapter? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
