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The Cay by Theodore Taylor

Chapters 5-8 Questions

Directions: Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences. Make sure to restate the question and use correct capitalization, punctuation and spelling.

Chapters 5 and 6
1. When Timothy heard the sound of a motor he attempts to get the attention of the aircraft. Why doesn’t this work? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why is good to have Stew Cat with them? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why doesn’t Phillip want to go to the island that Timothy spotted? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 7
1. When they arrive on the island, what does Phillip most likely mean when he says that he listened for sounds from the shore, hoping there would be a cheerful “hello”? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why does Timothy “build a great fire pile o’ brush an’ wood”? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Phillip remarks that he “wished Timothy would be honest” with him. What is it that he is not being honest about? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. (a) Where does Timothy think the cay they are on is located? (b) Why could this make Timothy and Phillip’s rescue more difficult? Explain. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 8
1. Several times, Phillip has mentioned or thought that a search and rescue team must have been started to find him and the other passengers of the SS Hato. What does Phillip not fully understand about the relationship between their rescue and the war going on? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Phillip believes that Timothy did not take him “downg to d’reef an’ fetch langosta” because he is different and does not like him. What is the real reason Timothy doesn’t take Phillip? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. About how old is Timothy? ________________________________________________________________________
4. Timothy does a great deal to help Phillip, but by the end of Chapter 8, what is it that Phillip does to help Timothy? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

